
who real ly  wins?
how do the pokies  work?
what are my chances of  winning?



The pokies are a form of entertainment.  

Sometimes people play the pokies for the wrong reasons, 

spending more money or time than they can afford.

If you think that you can beat the pokies, think again. 

You cannot change the fact that the odds are stacked 

against you.

This booklet explains how pokies work and tells you what 

you can do if you have a gambling problem.

before you press  the button — know the facts



Pokies are programmed so that in the end

the machine will win.  

Nothing you do changes that.

Pokies are not designed to provide you with extra 

income.

Like other forms of entertainment, 

you pay to play the pokies.

The more you play, the more you pay.

when you play the pokies,  don’t  expect  to  win



You can never predict how each play will end. 

Pokies are programmed to act randomly and it makes no difference:

•	 the last time the machine paid out;

•	 anything you or someone else does to the machine;

•	 how much you bet or how many lines you played;

•	 how long you have been playing;

•	 past and future plays;

•	 the time of day.

when you play the pokies,  
the only  thing you can control  i s  you



When playing a game like Black Rhinos, to have a 50% 

chance of getting five rhinos, playing one line at a time, 

it would take 6.7 million button presses and cost nearly 

$330 000.*

You have wins but over time you can expect that these 

will not cover what you put in.

Pokies are programmed to pay out less than you put into 

them, so the odds are you will lose.

Losing money this time doesn’t increase your chances 

of winning next time.  

* Productivity Commission 1999, Australia’s Gambling Industries Inquiry, Report No 10.

The poker machine always has the advantage



The Break Even counselling network provides free, confidential, 

face-to-face counselling services, with funding from the South 

Australian Government and the gambling industry. 

In addition, South Australian Government initiatives include:

•	 advertising and responsible gambling codes of practice, 

•	 a problem gambling family protection orders scheme, 

•	 legislation to reduce poker machines by 20%.

Think of  what  you’re real ly  gambl ing with



Do you spend more time or money than you can afford?

Do you argue with family about your gambling?

Do you gamble to escape your problems?

Leave your ATM card at home.

Set a gambling limit and stick to it.

Don’t chase your losses.

Talk to a gambling counsellor.

Think of  what  you’re real ly  gambl ing with



If you think that you or someone you care about has a gambling problem, 

you can call the free 24 hour Gambling Helpline on — 1800 060 757.

The Gambling Helpline offers a confidential, over the phone counselling 

service. The Helpline can also assist you to obtain face-to-face 

counselling, to arrange to voluntarily bar yourself from gaming venues 

and the casino, and to find out about the new problem gambling family 

protection orders available through the Independent Gambling Authority.
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